Lineus longissimus is the longest nemertean species known. Individuals of 5-10 m length are not uncommon (Gibson, 1982) , and McIntosh reports a worm with the impressive length of around 30 m, 'and yet the mass was not half uncoiled'. The thickness of a worm 5-10 m long is reported to be about half a centimeter (Cantell, 1976) . This species is typically found on the lower shore or subtidally beneath boulders, in rock fissures and clefts, and among the holdfasts of large algae. The geographic range extends from Iceland eastwards to the Atlantic, the North Sea and the Baltic coasts of central Europe.
In his work, Historia de Gentibus Septentriona/ibus, the Swedish archbishop and naturalist Olaus Magnus (1555) described a long worm, common on the Norwegian coast. In latin he writes: 'Est praeterea in littoribus Noruagicis vermis glauci coloris, logitudine XL. cubitorum, & amplius, vix spissitudine infantis branchii habens: lineae modo, ita vt eius progressus difficulter percipi queat, per mare se transmittit, nemini noxius, nisi humanis manibus presseus: vnde contactu tenerrimae cutis eius tangentes digiti intumescunt'. In free translation, this reads: There exists on the Norwegian coast a greyish blue worm, with a length of 40 cubits (lat., 1 cubitum = 0.444 m), and with a thickness of less than a child's arm. It moves through the water in an almost unnoticeable way, coiling like a rope. The worm is entirely harmless, unless touched by a human hand. In that case, the fingers will swell when the animal comes into contact with the thin skin of the hand.
From our present knowledge of the marine fauna of Norway, the only worm species this can be is the nemertean Lineus longissimus (Gunnerus, 1770) . There is a possible discrepancy, however, in the size recorded. The maximum thickness known is much less and it is uncommon for the species to reach the length of 18 m reported by Magnus (McIntosh, 1873-74) . Despite this discrepancy, Lineus longissimus is the only known nemertean species approaching this size. In addition, the behavioral characteristics and morphological features noted by Magnus are distinctive for this species. The observation of the worm secreting an irritating substance is interesting. Swallowing an L. longissimus will result in the numbing of the lips, mouth and throat, 2 which indicates that some irritant substance is produced by the epidermis.
If our identification of the worm described by Magnus is correct then it must stand as the first known report of this animal group and predates Borlase's (1758) record by more than 200 years.
